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Your note to Mr Webster I forwarded to him, and shall                          _.,

make your compliments to the persons you mention when
I see them.

I am, with great regard and esteem, your most obedient
humble servant . . .

XXI.

LORD  MONBODDO TO SAMUEL HORSLEY.

ii December 1780.

. . . As I have delayed sending off this packet for two
posts, and have at present some leisure, I will add a
P.S. concerning Plato, of whose works I have read a good
deal of late, in search of a problem of Geometry, that
he somewhere mentions; about which I said to my Lord
Stanhope, I was to consult him, and I will also consult
you, when I find it This I have not yet done; but, in
search of it, I have read two or three dialogues that
have pleased me so much, and led me still farther on in
him, that I can hardly get out of him, or read any thing
else with pleasure. One of these I have read is the
Protagoras\ the style and composition of which is wonder-
fully pleasant. It is one of the finest dramatic pieces
that ever was written, of which the subject, or action
as you may call it, is perfectly one; and yet a most
surprising variety of characters, manners, and incidents,
and concluding with a catastrophe or peripateia, that
is as wonderful, as it is pleasing and agreeable. I have
no doubt that, if it were brought upon the stage, and
proper actors procured for it, it would please philosophical
spectators, as much in the representation as it does in
the reading. As to the matter of it, it is ethical or
moral; and Socrates proves against Protagoras, thatjection to those I think are solid.
